A HISTORY OF THE BRITISH EMPIRE AND COMMONWEALTH OF NATIONS
CREATION OF THE UNITED KINGDOM (1603 & 1707)

Following the Norman conquest in 1066, England wasinated by Kings who were often more
concerned with their holdings in France. For fullyee quarters of the time they were native French-
speakers. The Kings of England held Normandy im&eaAquitaine, also in France, was brought to them
by marriage. After the Hundred Years War with threrfeh, the English lost all of their possessions in
France by 1453, except for Calais which was lost$48. By then England, was already building agran
Atlantic empire when it claimed Newfoundland in 749

King Edward | finally conquered Wales in 1282, andde it a principality to be held by the heir te th
English throne. In 1536, King Henry VIl of Englangmoved the political institutions that had
stigmatized Wales as a conquered country, makifgrmally part of the Kingdom of England, but the
new united Kingdom was still generally known as Eeng, and it was English law which prevailed.

In 1170, the Normans conquered Ireland and addetemon the east coast they called The Pale to the
English Crown. It also made it necessary for Irdlém be made a Kingdom in 1541, in personal union
with the Kingdom of England, because the lordsHifr@land had been a Papal grant. Henry VIII was
proclaimed King of Ireland as well as England andl&8. During the reign of Henry VIII's daughter
Elizabeth | (1558-1603), English rule over Irelamals made effective for the first time.

Scotland became an English dependency in 12968g#imed its independence under Robert the Bruce in
1328, although with a border adjusted in favouEon§land by Edward Il in 1334.

On the death of the childless Elizabeth in 1603kingdoms of England and Ireland went to her nephew
James Stuart, King of Scotland. In this way thdi@hilsles came under one monarch for the firsetim
Although James considered himself king of Greatdri(and Ireland), the parliaments of England and
Scotland were less enthusiastic about union, andtanaed the distinction between the two countrias.
1606, King James created the first Union Flag wlign combination of the English cross of St. George
with the Scottish St. Andrew saltire.

The Stuart dynasty, Kings of Scotland and Englanchf1603, always considered themselves Kings of
Great Britain. It is thus reasonable to talk of Brdish Empire from 1603, and it is usual to thiokthis

as the trans-oceanic dependencies of an insul&:. stawever, it is worth remembering that for alinos
the whole time from 1689 to 1820 the monarchs dtfaBr also ruled considerable continental terréeri
just as in the period from 1016 to 1453 when Ehgtisgs ruled over parts of France such as Normandy
and Aquitaine. The trans-oceanic English and IBtdétish Empire, began in the first Elizabethan age
(1558-1603) in Newfoundland, which had been clairf@dthe English Crown in 1497 and settled in
1583.

Under financial strain, the Scottish parliamentedbitself out of existence in 1707, joining in aam
with England, known as the United Kingdom of GrBetain.

Oddly enough, the Stannaries parliament, electe€dmishmen, continued to sit until 1752, and was
never actually abolished. When Anne died in 1784 parliament of Great Britain found a hew Protasta
king in George of Hanover, creating a new persamébn with that north German principality, which
lasted until 1837, when Queen Victoria became namar
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BEGINNINGS OF THE BRITISH EMPIRE (1607 — 1756)

In 1607, the first really successful English coldnyNorth America, was established. The town was
named after James, and the colony after his predecethe Virgin Queen. The American colonies
continued to grow at the expense of other Eurogmamers (Jamaica taken from the Spanish in 1655,
New York from the Dutch in 1664). Scots had attedgo create a colony in the isthmus of Panama in
1698, known as Darien, but this failed due to diseand lack of funding. Gibraltar had been takethby
English from Spain in 1704 and remains a Britishity to the present.

Meanwhile the American colonies on the Atlanticstomontinued to expand, and Hudson Bay was settled
by fur traders of the Hudson Bay Company. Smallestiading posts in India were established by the
East India Company throughout the Seventeenth @enftine great leap forward in Britain's colonial
enterprise occurred during the Seven-years war6(68) against France and its allies. This confiress
between Britain and Prussia on one side, and Frakustria, Sweden and Russia on the other. The
superiority of the British navy led to French deéfaaCanada and India, and the occupation of Spanis
Havana and Manila. Britain gained all of North Amae east of the Mississippi, but reserved the
unsettled regions for the natives. This restrictias one reason for resentment by the Britishessttin

the Atlantic coast. In India, the East India Compdacked by British troops, annexed Bengal, orthef
most populous provinces of the tottering Mogul Empi

THE BRITISH EMPIRE AFTER THE SEVEN YEARS WAR

Britain's control of eastern North America lastedd than 20 years. It was felt by the British Gorent

that the Seven Years War had benefited the Americdonies by the removal of French power from
North America, therefore Americans should help &y for the costs of maintaining the new expanded
empire. The British Government introduced a seoésiew taxes starting with a Stamp Act. This
infuriated Americans as they claimed that they weeeng taxed without political representation. An
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administration insensitive to the rights and desotthe American colonists led to the revolutidrl 876
and the Declaration of Independence of the thir#errican colonies as the United States of America.
By 1781, a French fleet and a Franco-American anay able to force the surrender of the main British
force in North America, and the independence ofthied States was recognized in 1783.

Only Canada and Newfoundland remained British. Tdrener acquired a majority English-speaking
population from the influx of loyalists from the lted States, and gradually pushed its territories
westward. Partly to compensate for the loss of Acaea penal colony was founded in Australia in&.78

By the end of the Napoleonic wars (1797-1815) Britaad gained South Africa and Ceylon from the
Dutch, and Hanover had extended its territory inn@y. In India, the East India Company steadily
enlarged its territories and sphere of influenc®0Q0 British troops failed, however, in an invasio
annex the Spanish territories in Argentina and Uaygn 1806-7.

An invasion of Canada by the United States from2181 1814 was defeated, but the fear of another
invasion led Canadians to desire more autonomysendrity. Rebellions in Upper and Lower Canada in
1837 against what they saw as corrupt and unrepises government led to the establishment of
responsible self-government for the Canadas in 1§400rd Durham.

Meanwhile, in 1801, Ireland joined the United Kiogad to form the United Kingdom of Great Britain
and Ireland, thus encompassing the whole of thiesBrisles (except for the Isle of Man and the Gledn
Islands, which were, and still are, administerqubsately). The Irish St. Patrick Saltire was adtitethe
British Union Flag and it took on the design itldias today.



THE BRITISH EMPIRE AFTER THE NAPOLEONIC WARS

GROWTH OF THE BRITISH EMPIRE (1815 — 1920)

The British Empire expanded enormously during Quétoria’s reign (1837-1901), as a consequence
of the industrial revolution which put Britain firgn the world economically. Following the 1857 iad
Mutiny, Britain took control of the whole sub-comtint. The last Mogul Emperor was dethroned, and
Queen Victoria became Empress of India in 1876almdas ruled in part by a British Viceroy and irrtpa
by native rulers in princely states. Singapore e@enized in 1819, and Hong Kong in 1842. A 99-year
lease over Hong Kong's New Territories was signetdvben Britain and China in 1898.

The Crimean War (1853-1856) was fought between fi@p&ussia on one side and an alliance of
France, the United Kingdom, the Kingdom of Sardialad the Ottoman Empire on the other. Britain saw
Russian imperial expansion in southwest Asia dgeat to its links with India. Most of the confliciok
place on the Crimean Peninsula, with additionalbastoccurring in western Turkey, and the Baltia Se
region. The war was won by the British and the Eeand Russia agreed not to establish military base
in the area and to respect the independence ofuhdash Ottoman Empire. Aden was annexed by the
British in 1837. British expansion in South and tEAsia was mostly over by 1886, by which time the
focus of attention of the European powers had mdeedfrica, with the Berlin Conference of 1884
effectively ‘carving up’ the continent, on papeiedst, between rival powers.

In addition to four west African colonies and Soifaald in the northeast, the British, led by De Beer
diamond magnate Cecil Rhodes, pursued a northuth s€ape to Cairo’ corridor across Africa which
envisaged a continuous British state in Africa frita Cape of Good Hope at the continent’s southern
end to Egypt at the north end. This was almost deimfpy the 1890’s except for German East Africa in
the middle. The Boer Republics of the Transvaal #m Orange Free State in South Africa were
conquered by the British in 1902 and merged withBhitish colonies of the Cape Colony and Natab int
the Union of South Africa in 1910. By 1902, the &uwean carve-up of Africa on the ground was
complete, and about a third of the continent's areh about half its population ended up under Sriti
rule. Egypt remained nominally part of the Ottonkampire, but was under British control from 1882 and
was formally annexed as a British Protectorate 9441 German African colonies were taken by the
British after the First World War, thus completitige ‘Cape to Cairo’ corridor.



THE BRITISH EMPIRE BEFORE THE FIRST WORLD WAR

PARTITION OF AFRICA



Canada was extended to the Pacific coast in 18itlakh of Australia and New Zealand annexed by 1842
(although it would be generations before the ioteaf Australia was fully explored, let alone sexif.
Rebellions in Canada in 1837 and in Australia irb48ed to colonial self-government. Colonial
Conferences of colonial leaders began in Londoh8&7, becoming Imperial Conferences in 1911 and
eventually becoming Commonwealth Conferences &fidq.

Even though the British Empire in South America wasy small consisting of only British Guiana
(annexed 1807) and the Falkland Islands (annex88)18 opposite ends of the continent, Argentina wa
part of Britain’s ‘informal empire’ which was mad@ of countries which were not under British ridat

in which Britain maintained a strong economic iatr This was to remain until the Second World War.

In 1908, Britain made large claims to part of Antera near the Falkland Islands, now known as the
British Antarctic Territory. These claims were ewrgded later on to include the Australian Antarctic
Territory and the Ross Dependency.

DOMINION STATUS (1867 — 1948)

All the colonies of British North America (Canadatiained limited self-governance between 1848 and
1855, after rebellions for responsible governmant837, except the colony of Vancouver Island. Nova
Scotia was the first colony to achieve responsgdeernment in January—February 1848, through the
efforts of Joseph Howe, and by the Province of @anater that year. They were followed by Prince
Edward Island in 1851, New Brunswick, and Newfoamdl in 1855 under Philip Francis Little.
Confederation of the British North American colanigf Canada (subsequently the provinces of Ontario
and Quebec), New Brunswick and Nova Scotia intod'@ominion under the Name of Canada", became
the first autonoumous federation in the British E@n 1867 with its capital in Ottawa.

The Australian Constitutions Act 1850 establishieel tnachinery for the four then existing Australian
colonies (namely New South Wales, Tasmania, Westarstralia and South Australia) to establish
Parliaments and responsible government once cestaiditions had been met; it also provided for the
separation of Victoria from New South Wales andeggablishment as a separate colony (which occurred
in 1851) with similar capacity to attain self-gonsrent. New South Wales, Victoria, South Austradiag
Tasmania, along with New Zealand, attained resptmgiovernment soon after in 1856; self-government
for Western Australia was delayed until 1891, maibécause of continuing financial dependence on
Britain. Queensland was separated from New Soutle$\&nd established as a separate colony in 1859.
The Australian colonies were federated into anmaimus dominion in a similar manner to Canada in
1901 with a federal government first located atideirne and moved in Canberra in 1927.

New Zealand became a dominion in 1907. South Aifricalonies became self-governing later, with the
Cape Colony being the first in 1872; this was fakadl by Natal (1893), Transvaal (1906), and the @zan
River Colony (1907). The four South African colamieere federated into the autonomous dominion of
the Union of South Africa in 1910. Newfoundland 179 and the Irish Free State (1921) also became
autonomous dominions. Dominion status for Indiaabee an increasingly pressing issue after the First
World War. The establishment of the Irish Free é&taduced the United Kingdom to Great Britain and
Northern Ireland as the six northern counties elaind opted to remain in the United Kingdom, witile
other twenty-six separated as the Irish Free State.

It is often said that the British Empire peakediterially in the 1920s, following World War One414-
1918), in which it gained most of the German terr@s in Africa, particularly in East Africa and &b-
West Africa, and Ottoman provinces, including Pé@hesand Mesopotamia (Iraq), in the Middle East, by
mandates granted by the League of Nations.
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THE BRITISH COMMONWEALTH (1931 — 1949)

In the Balfour Declaration at the Imperial Confaezerin 1926, Britain and its Dominions agreed that
werein no way subordinate one to another in any aspédheir domestic or external affairs, though
united by common allegiance to the Crown, and freassociated as members of the British
Commonwealth of Nation§he Dominions (Canada, Newfoundland, Union oftBoAfrica, Irish Free
State, Australia and New Zealand) were grantedafuibnomy by the statute of Westminster in 1931 and
referred to as the British Commonwealth. They egaimed the right to secede from the Empire, a right
which the Irish Free State soon exercised and thierlJof South Africa would follow thirty years late
However, the British monarch remained (and stithais today, except for South Africa and Irelarnd) t
monarch of these territories, and it was not uhBk7-9 that the dominions established separate
citizenships from the UK and were declared fullgigpendent and equal to Britain.

World War Two (1939-45) showed that the dominiolielénd excluded) were indeed still part of the
Empire: in 1939 the Australian prime minister imfrd his country that Britain had declared war on
Germany and that "as a result Australia is alswat', and in 1940 millions of pounds of gold were
shipped to Canada in preparation for a possibteagion of the British royal family.

By this reckoning, the Empire reached its greag&ttnt following that war, in 1945. Most of thelika
territories in Africa were occupied by Britain, was all of northwest Germany and parts of Austrid a
Berlin. Huge areas of the Middle East were occugmdreoccupied) during the war and beyond, to
secure oil supplies and seaways, or to remove eggifmendly to the Axis. The British occupied the
Italian territory of the Dodecanese Islands in thediterranean and wanted to make them into a self-
governing territory under the British Crown, bueyhwere transferred to Greece in 1947.

After violence against the British, nominal indedence had been given to Egypt in 1922 and then more
complete independence in 1936 and in Iraq in 1BB&vever, both of these countries were reoccupied by
the British during World War Two. Iraq was invadey the United Kingdom in 1941, for fears that the
government of Rashid Ali might cut oil supplies\itestern nations and because of his strong leatings
Nazi Germany. A military occupation lasted theréill26 October 1947. India had been granted partial
autonomy in 1935, but the nationalist movementaheginted complete independence by then.

British Empire Games were established in Canadd980 and held every four years between the
Olympics.

Empire preferential trade was established by areament in Ottawa in 1932. This made complete free
trade and preference for Empire goods within thiddBrEmpire. This made the Empire completely self-
sufficient, but hindered trade with other countriesowever, against this backdrop of increased
democracy and territorial expansion, it must be enmlmered that the powerhouse and centre of the
Empire, Britain, was falling behind other major wWbmpowers in industrial performance, and was
economically and psychologically exhausted by nmeethe brunt of the costs of the First World War,
then brought almost to its knees by the destruaimhcost of the second.

By 1945, the financial means and ideological impetukeep the empire alive seemed to be missi@ag to
growing section of the British and colonial estabinent.

In the 1930’s, Egypt had concluded a secessionytn@dh Britian granting it full independence and
nationalists in India were demanding complete iredelence and secession from the empire. In 1935,
Britain gave India its own parliament, but with fAin retaining the final say over it.



10



11



THE BRITISH EMPIRE AFTER THE SECOND WORLD WAR

EMPIRE TO COMMONWEALTH OF NATIONS (1947 — 1997)

After years of resentment at British dominationthotic southern Ireland gained independence as a
dominion in 1921. Northern Ireland, with a Protestenajority, remained part of the renamed United
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland. Welithe other dominions, the Irish Free State (hd@)a
declared its independence in 1937 and remainedahéutVorld War Two.

After World War Two, India was demanding completalépendence and the election of an anti-
imperialist Labour Government in Britain that desirchange, helped that cause. In 1947, the British
Government recognised all of the Dominions as ceispl free and equal nations with Britain. In Augus
of that year, the British Indian Empire was grantetbpendence as the two new Dominions of India and
Pakistan within the British Commonwealth, retainitigg British Monarch as head of state. In 1948,
Ceylon became independent as a Dominion. In thaesgear, Burma gained independence and broke
away from the British Commonwealth to become a sziga republic.

In 1949, the government of India drew up a natiaualstitution and stated that it would like to beeoa
completely independent republic with its own Presidas head of state. They also desired their own
foreign policy as a fully sovereign nation. Howevirey wished to remain within the Commonwealth.
This meant that the British Commonwealth had togea

The issue of countries with constitutional struetunot based on a shared Crown, but who wished to
remain members of the Commonwealth, was resolvégiit 1949 at a Commonwealth prime ministers'
meeting in London. Under this London Declaratiamgid agreed that, when it became a republic, in
January 1950, it would accept the British Sovereggn a "symbol of the free association of its
independent member nations and, as such, Heade dEdmmonwealth" — a purely symbolic position.
However, India would have its own President ai@ad of state. The other Commonwealth countries in
turn recognised India's continuing membership efdbsociation. (At Pakistan’s insistence, India m@ts
regarded as an exceptional case and other statdd t accorded the same treatment as India.)if&e t
of British Commonwealth was changed to the Commatitlveof Nations to reflect these changes.
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The London Declaration is the beginning of the nmodéommonwealth of Nations. Following India's
precedent, other new member nations became repulgicconstitutional monarchies with their own
monarchs different from the British. Ireland, howevin 1949, chose to break away from the
Commonwealth when it became a republic. Decoloioisatll over the world followed in the 1950’s and
1960’s and a majority of Commonwealth members toalay republics with their own Presidents. The
Commonwealth continued to evolve over the yearsth@dirst non former British Empire country joined
in 1995 when Mozambique, a former Portuguese colbegame a member. Cameroon also includes
mostly former French territory.

Members of the Commonwelth exchange High Commiss®mo each other instead of Ambassadors,
recognising the special relationship that they haitle each other.

Those members who continued to have the Britisharaimas head of state would now be called realms
instead of dominions. To recognize the new sitmatiQueen Elizabeth Il at her coronation in 1953,
adopted separate titles for each of her realmsnghasize their independence, instead of using idae t
for the whole Commonwealth as had been the cas@opsdy.

Withdrawal from the Middle East began with the tiewa of Israel in the British mandated territory of
Palestine in 1948. Newfoundland joined Canadasateitth province in 1949. In Egypt, Colonel Nasser
assumed power as President in 1953 and declaredulthendependence of Egypt from the United
Kingdom on June 18, 1954, after the last Britistops left the country, even though it had beerciaifiy
independent since 1922. Mandates in Africa andPheific had become UN Trust Territories in 1946,
though these continued to be administered as befoté being granted independence with similar
colonies in the 1960s. Aborted federations in Gemifrica and the West Indies were tried in the @85

The death knell for the empire really came with $uez crisis of 1956, when Britain, beholden tolitse

for billions of dollars of war debt, demonstratésl inability to act on the international stage withthe
support of the newly dominant United States (a damce built to a large extent on Britain’s former
wealth). At around the same time, Britain re-eviddahe value and cost of its colonial possessiang,
under pressure from the United States and UnitetbiNg began a process of serious decolonisation al
over the world. The rest of British Asia (apartifrddong Kong and Brunei) had gained independence
between 1957 and 1971, when the UK abandoned atgnue of being a sea power outside the Atlantic
and Mediterranean. British Africa had gained indesnce between 1956 and 1968, and most British
territories in the Caribbean between 1962 and 1888ost all of these countries remained as members
of the Commonwealth. South Africa left the Commoalitlein 1961 following growing criticism of its
policy of apartheid, but returned after the regtoraof majority rule in 1994. Rhodesia declareskit
unilaterally independent in 1965 as a white-ruliedeslike South Africa, but was never recognizetl itn
became majority-ruled Zimbabwe in 1980.

Today, the only British Overseas Territories laeg@ugh to see on world maps are the Falkland Island
and South Georgia in the South Atlantic. Againsttitend, Britain fought a short but deadly war @82
with Argentina to keep these sparsely inhabited,ldyal, islands. Spain also claims Gibraltar, whis
also very loyal to Britain. The remaining Britishv€dseas Territories are either too small to become
independent or wish to remain British. The only a@mng colony after 1983 with a significant
population (5 million), Hong Kong, was peacefulbturned to China in 1997 after a 99-year leasdon i
New Territories had expired.

Although Canada, New Zealand and Australia, plusumber of other nations, still have the British
monarch as their head of state, they are no lomferred to as dominions, and had gradually abagdion
almost all their formal political ties with Britaipy the 1980s, by gaining control over their cdngtns.
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Canada joined the United States and Mexico in fogrthe North American Free Trade Association
(NAFTA) in 1988. Australia and New Zealand are pimg economic links with nearby Asian countries.

Decolonisation was hastened by Britain's turniegpack on the Commonwealth in economic matters and
entering the European Economic Community (now EeaopUnion) in 1973. Empire preferential trade,
established in 1932, was abandoned after thiseat/lkhand Commonwealth countries sought increased
trade with other markets in Europe, Asia and theeAcas.

At the same time, the unity of the United Kingdantself in question. Since 1999, Scotland hasitsad
own parliament, for the first time in nearly 300ayg Wales and Northern Ireland have had their own
assemblies. Scottish nationalists, however, atdlhpfor complete independence. In 2007, Britaimual
about 350 square miles (1000 sq km) of seabed mifiratica, off Ascension Island in the South Atlant
and off Rockall Island near Scotland for the miferihts to these areas.

The British Empire was the largest empire in th&tdry of mankind which covered one quarter of the
land territory of the world. The Union Jack flew avery continent. Despite its faults, and the
unfashionable nature of empires in today’s wotthe, British Empire was arguably the most enlightened
in history, often preserving local customs whileresmling technology, human rights, the English
language, Common Law and Parliamentary Governmenund the world. Its successor, the
Commonwealth of Nations, made up of free and indéest states, is a still-growing forum for English-
speaking states that emphasises good governancesgpett for human rights. Recent economic trends
have made its member countries retreat into regibias for trade; but a stronger, more united
economic Commonwealth of the future can bring togethe world’'s markets and help guarantee the
survival of the freedoms and traditions which sy the Commonwealth hold so dear.

THE COMMONWEALTH TODAY

Today, there are 53 independent members of the @omvaalth. 16 have Queen Elizabeth Il as head of
state, including the UK, Canada, Australia, NewlZred and realms in the Caribbean and in the Pacific
32 are republics and 5 have their own monarchies.

Queen Elizabeth Il is sovereign of the United Kiogdof Great Britain and Northern Ireland, but iscal
sovereign of and represented by a Governor Geirethbse countries: Antigua and Barbuda, Australia,
The Bahamas, Barbados, Belize, Canada, GrenadajcianNew Zealand, Papua New Guinea, Saint
Kitts and Nevis, Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent and tBeenadines, Solomon Islands and Tuvalu. Queen
Elizabeth 1l is recognised by all members as Heatth® Commonwealth. Some countries have left the
Commonwealth and returned to it. South Africa 18ftt961 and returned in 1994 after the abolition of
apartheid in that country, Pakistan left in 1978 agturned in 1989 and Fiji's membership lapsedradt
coup in 1987 but it returned in 1997. In 1995, Mub&ue became the first non-former British Empire
country to join. Rwanda, a former Belgian territomas applied to join also

After 1954, the British Empire Games became the @onwealth Games and continue to be held all
over the Commonwealth every four years between Gtgmpics. A permanent Commonwealth
Secretariat was established in 1965 in London waitBecretary General. The Commonwealth has also
established educational and aid programmes. Comeaittwheads of government meet every two years
to discuss issues that affect the Commonwealth.sdhmeetings began as Colonial and Imperial
Conferences that were always held in London. Howesiace 1973, they have been rotated around the
Commonwealth. These meetings are called CHOGM (Commwealth Heads of Government Meetings).
Commonwealth finance ministers and parliamentar&ss have regular meetings to discuss issues that
affect them all.
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THE COMMONWEALTH OF NATIONS TODAY

The Commonwealth of Nations, usually known as the @nmonwealth, is avoluntary associatioof
53 independentsovereign statesnost of which are former British colonies, or depndencies of these
colonies (the exceptions being the United Kingdontsielf and Mozambique).

No single government in the Commonwealth, Britistotherwise, exercises power over the others, as in
a political union. Ratherthe relationship is one of an international organiation through which
countries with diverse social, political, and ecormaic backgrounds are regarded as equal in status,
and co-operate within a framework of common valuesand goals, as outlined in the Singapore
Declaration. These include the promotion of demograuman rights, good governance, the rule of law,
individual liberty, egalitarianism, free trade, ttilateralism, and world peace, and are carriectlmaigh
multilateral projects and meetings, as well asahadrennial Commonwealth Games. The symbol of this
free association is Queen Elizabeth Il, known fus tpurpose as Head of the Commonwealth. This
position, however, does not imbue her with anytjpali or executive power over any Commonwealth
member states; the position is purely symbolic, iaiglthe Commonwealth Secretary-General whoés th
chief executive of the organization. Each individoember can have its own head of state such as a
President or local monarch. Some choose to contmbave the Queen as their sovereign.

Elizabeth 1l is also the monarch, separately, ateein members of the Commonwealth, collectively
called the Commonwealth realms and these inclugl&tK., Canada, Australia, New Zealand, Caribbean
and Pacific nations. As each realm is an indepeanklagdom, Elizabeth I, as monarch, holds a didtin
title for each, though, by a Prime Ministers' Caafee in 1952, all include the styldead of the
Commonwealtlat the end; for exampl&lizabeth the Second, by the Grace of God, Quedsiialia
and of Her other Realms and Territories, Head ef @ommonwealttBeyond the realms, the majority of
the members of the Commonwealth have their ownars¢ép heads of state: thirty-two members are
republics with an elected President as head of,saéaid five members have distinct monarchs: theasul
of Brunei; the King of Lesotho; the Yang di-Pertusgong of Malaysia; the King of Swaziland; and the
King of Tonga.

The three largest Commonwealth economies, as meghsoarpurchasing power parity, are India ($2.9
trillion), Britain ($2.1 trillion), and Canada (%Ltrillion).
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Objectives and activities

The Commonwealth's objectives were first outlinethie 1971 Singapore Declaration, whadmmitted

the Commonwealth to the institution of world peace;promotion of representative democracy and
individual liberty; the pursuit of equality and opposition to racism; the fight against poverty,
ignorance, and disease; and free tradeTo these were added opposition to discriminatinrthe basis

of gender by the Lusaka Declaration of 1979 (whicbstly concerned racism), and environmental
sustainability by the Langkawi Declaration of 198%hese objectives were reinforced by the Harare
Declaration in 1991.

The Commonwealth's current highest-priority aim® am the promotion of democracy and
development as outlined in the 2003 Aso Rock Declaration, clhbuilt on those in Singapore and
Harare and clarified their terms of reference jstat'We are committed to democracy, good goveraanc
human rights, gender equality, and a more equitashkxing of the benefits of globalisation." The
Commonwealth lists its areas of work as: Democrdsgonomics, Education, Gender, Governance,
Human Rights, Law, Small States, Sport, Sustaiitgbénd Youth.

The Commonwealth has long been distinctive as aerriational forum where highly developed
economies (such as the United Kingdom, Australenada, Singapore, and New Zealand) and many of
the world's poorer countries seek to reach agreebyeconsensus. This aim has sometimes been difficu
to achieve, as when disagreements over Rhodetia ilate 1960s and 1970s and over apartheid irhSout
Africa in the 1980s led to a cooling of relatiorefween the United Kingdom and African members.

Through a separate voluntary fund, Commonwealthegowents support the Commonwealth Youth
Programme, a division of the Secretariat with effidn Gulu (Uganda), Lusaka (Zambia), Chandigarh
(India), Georgetown (Guyana) and Honiara (Solonstenids).

Commonwealth Day
The organisation is celebrated each year on CommaltiwwDay, the second Monday in March.
Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting

The main decision-making forum of the organisatiisnthe biennial Commonwealth Heads of
Government Meeting (CHOGM), where Commonwealth Keafl Government, including (amongst
others) Prime Ministers and Presidents, assemblseeieeral days to discuss matters of mutual interes
CHOGM is the successor to the Prime Ministers' €amnfces and earlier Imperial Conferences and
Colonial Conferences dating back to 1887. Thereadse regular meetings of finance ministers, law
ministers, health ministers, etc. Members in Agseas Special Members before them, are not invited
send representatives to either ministerial meetimgSHOGMs.

Commonwealth Secretariat

The Commonwealth Secretariat, established in 1$65he main intergovernmental agency of the
Commonwealth, facilitating consultation and cooieraamong member governments and countries. It
is responsible to member governments collectivd8yased in London, the Secretariat organises
Commonwealth summits, meetings of ministers, cdasué meetings and technical discussions; it
assists policy development and provides policy @gvand facilitates multilateral communication agnon
the member governments. It also provides techrdsalstance to help governments in the social and
economic development of their countries and in suppf the Commonwealth’s fundamental political
values.
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The Secretariat is headed by the Commonwealth Begi@eneral who is elected by Commonwealth
Heads of Government for no more than two four-yieams. The Secretary-General and two Deputy
Secretaries-General direct the divisions of ther&adat. The present Secretary-General is Kamalesh
Sharma, from India, who took office on 1 April 20@8icceeding Don McKinnon of New Zealand (2000—
2008). The first Secretary-General was Arnold SneithCanada (1965-75), followed by Sir Shridath
Ramphal of Guyana (1975-90).

Commonwealth Secretariat web site: www.thecommonwéth.org
Commonwealth Games

A multi-sports championship called the Commonwe&#tmes is held every four years, in the same year
as the Winter Olympic Games. As well as the ustidétc disciplines, the games include sports papul

in the Commonwealth such as bowls and netball ti@ffirst time in 2006, disabled athletes took frart
the Commonwealth Games

Commonwealth of Learning

The Commonwealth of Learning (COL) is an intergoweental organisation created by the Heads of
Government to encourage the development and shafingen learning/distance education knowledge,
resources and technologies. COL is helping devetppations improve access to quality education and
training.

Commonwealth Business Council

The Commonwealth Business Council (CBC) was formethe Edinburgh CHOGM in 1997. The aim
was to utilise the global network of the Commonwreatore effectively for the promotion of globaldea
and investment for shared prosperity.

The CBC acts as a bridge for co-operation betwemmbss and government, concentrating efforts on
these specific areas:

Enhancing trade

Facilitating ICT for Development
Mobilising investment
Promoting corporate citizenship
Public Private Partnerships

The CBC has a dedicated team, CBC TechnologiegdbiasLondon and focused on the international
technology and global services industry throughbetCommonwealth.

Commonwealth Family

Commonwealth countries share many links outsideegowent, with over a hundred Commonwealth-
wide non-governmental organisations, notably farrspculture, education and charity. The Associatio
of Commonwealth Universities is an important vehidor academic links, particularly through
scholarships, principally the Commonwealth Schaiigrsfor students to study in universities in other
Commonwealth countries. There are also many ndnialffassociations that bring together individuals
who work within the spheres of law and governmsoth as the Commonwealth Lawyers Association
and the Commonwealth Parliamentary Association.

17



Commonwealth Foundation

The Commonwealth Foundation is an intergovernmeatghnisation, resourced by and reporting to
Commonwealth governments, and guided by Commonkvealues and priorities. Its mandate is to
strengthen civil society in the achievement of Canwmealth priorities: democracy and good
governance, respect for human rights and gendaliggupoverty eradication and sustainable, people-
centred development, and to promote arts and eultur

The Commonwealth Foundation was established byH#ds of Government in 1965. Membership of

the Foundation is open to all members of the Conmealth and (as of June 2007) stands at 46
governments out of the 53 member countries. Astodilembership, which is open to associated states
or overseas territories of member governmentsbkeas granted to Gibraltar. 2005 saw celebrations fo

the Foundation's 40th Anniversary. The Foundatsohdadquartered in Marlborough House, Pall Mall,

London, and has no other offices. Regular liaisod aooperation between the Secretariat and the
Foundation is in place.

The Foundation continues to serve the broad pusp@mewnhich it was established as written in the
Memorandum of Understanding:

The purposes and areas of interest of the Foumdatilb be the administration of funds for increasin
interchanges between Commonwealth organisationthe@fskilled or learned professions or skilled
auxiliary occupations in order to maintain and ioy@ standards of knowledge, attainment and conduct;
and between non-governmental organisations of antaty rather than a strictly professional characte
throughout the Commonwealth. The Foundation's aofdsterest will also extend to include culture,
information and the media, rural development, doeialfare and the handicapped, and the role of
women.

Membership criteria

The criteria for membership of the CommonwealtiNafions have developed over time from a series of
separate documents. The 1949 London Declaratioedeti required allegiance to the British Crown in
the old British Commonwealth, allowing republicarddandigenous monarchic members on the condition
that they recognised the British monarch as thadH# the Commonwealth'. In the wake of the wave of
decolonisation in the 1960s, these constitutiomiaciples were augmented by political, economigj an
social principles. The first of these was set outl961, when it was decided that respect for racial
equality would be a requisite of membership, legdiirectly to the withdrawal of South Africa’'s re-
application (which they were required to make untter formula of the London Declaration upon
becoming a republic). The fourteen points of th&1lSingapore Declaration dedicated all members to
the principles of world peace, liberty, human rgylgquality, and free trade.

These criteria were unenforceable for two decadssl, in 1991, the Harare Declaration was issued,
dedicating the leaders to applying the Singapadreiples to the completion of decolonisation, ting ef

the Cold War, and the fall of Apartheid in Southriéd. The mechanisms by which these principles
would be applied were created, and the manneffieldriby the 1995 Millorook Commonwealth Action
Programme, which created the Commonwealth Mingtéxction Group (CMAG), which has the power
to rule on whether members meet the requirementsiémnbership under the Harare Declaratidgo in
1995, an Inter-Governmental Group was created nalife and codify the full requirements for
membership. Upon reporting in 1997, as adopted murtde Edinburgh Declaration, the Inter-
Governmental Group ruled that any future membersldvbave to have a direct constitutional link with
an existing member.
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In addition to this new rule, the former rules wearensolidated into a single document. These
requirements, which remain the same today. Cumemhbership requirements are:

accept and comply with the Harare principles (sutpg decolonisation).

be fully sovereign states.

recognise the monarch of the Commonwealth realniseaslead of the Commonwealth.
accept the English language as the means of Comeatiwcommunication.

respect the wishes of the general populatisra-visCommonwealth membership.

These requirements are undergoing review, and @rtrep potential amendment was presented to the
Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting 2007. Nembers will not be admitted at the 2007
CHOGM, with 2009 set as the earliest date of e{rpew criteria that has been added is that appisca
must have had some constitutional link with an texis member at some time in their history.
Membership criteria ia constantly under reviewslalso being proposed that the position of thedHia
the Commonwealth may no longer automatically be Bhigsh Monarch, but may move to a rotating
headship. Members that still have the Queen as bkathte (e.g Canada and Australia) do so by their
own choice and can change that at any time.

Rwanda (since 2003), Sudan, Algeria, Madagascaryanaen have applied to join the Commonwealth,
and there was some interest expressed by Israielg(bermerly administered by the United Kingdom)
and the Palestinian National Authority.

Other eligible applicants could come from any of tlemaining inhabited British overseas territories,
Crown dependencies, Australian external territosied Associated States of New Zealand if any become
fully independent. Many such jurisdictions are athg directly represented within the Commonwealth,
particularly through the Commonwealth Family.

A delegation led by the current President of Sdamadi, Dahir Riyale Kahin, was invited to the
Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting in Ugan®907. Presently, Somaliland's independence
is not internationally recognised, but its histasya British protectorate would mean that it wdwédable

to apply for re-entry into the Commonwealth, shatlkeler achieve international recognition.

As stated above, new members must 'as a geneealhawe a direct constitutional link to an existing
member. In most cases, the existing member is thigetl) Kingdom, but some have links to other
countries, either exclusively or more directly (eSamoa to New Zealand, Papua New Guinea to
Australia, and Namibia to South Africa). There rdyoone member of the present Commonwealth that
has never had any constitutional link to the Bnitfmpire or a Commonwealth member; Mozambique, a
former Portuguese colony, was admitted in 1995hmnkack of the triumphal re-admission of South
Africa and Mozambique's first democratic electiamsld in 1994. Mozambique's entry was controversial
leading to the Edinburgh Declaration and the curneembership guidelines. Under current criterig, th
United States of America would qualify for membépshit or territoties of it were to apply.

France

France secretly considered membership in the 126@ker the leadership of Prime Minister Guy Mollet.

In the context of nationalisation of the Suez Cawalonial unrest, and increasing tensions between
British-backed Jordan and French-backed Israelld¥lshw a union between Britain and France as a
possible solution. A British Government documenthaf time reported "That the French would welcome
a common citizenship arrangement on the Irish haBie request was turned down by the British prime
minister Anthony Eden, along with a request for Gmnwealth membership, and a year later France
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signed the Treaty of Rome with West Germany andother founding nations of the Common Market,
later to become the EU. Norway has also considersthg the Commonwealth.

THE FUTURE

In 2009, discussion began on the future of the Conwealth and how it can increase its relevanchen t
world. The Commonwealth will continue to change avdlve in the future. Membership criteria will
continue to be revised. The next British Monarchesiaot automatically become Head of the
Commonwealth. It has been suggested that a rotdtewgdship from member countries could be
introduced. Increasing Commonwealth cooperationpassibly free trade have also been discussed.

Lord Howell of Guildford has proposed a Commonwea#tark Two Plan. He was Shadow Deputy
Leader of the Lords, a former Minister in the gaweents of Edward Heath and Margaret Thatcher, from
1987-1997, and he was chairman of the Commons dgroAdiairs Committee.

Today the Commonwealth contains seven of the mgsardic economies in the world India,
Australia, New Zealand, Malaysia, Singapore, Canadand theUnited Kingdom. The hi-tech wave is
coming from Asia, and from India in particular, whiis scheduled by 2025 to have a national product
larger than the whole of Western Europe - the jengded in the Commonwealth network of the future.
Lord Howell's plan is for the Commonwealth to denglits own foreign policy. It could stretch out and
work with other like-minded democracies who, alomigh many existing members, want to be pro-
American but not subservient, and have their owrsgextive on key world issues, not an American-
imposed one. The Commonwealth also allows for sistalies to be able to speak with a larger voice.
Japan is one example of a new Commonwealth partner.sButoo, are countries likeoland, Turkey,
Norway, the three Baltic states dfatvia, Lithuania, Estonia, Italy, Thailand and even some of the
democratising Gulf states such as theted Arab Emirates, Bahrein, Kuwait, Quatar and Oman.

Put this group together with the existing membersimnid one would have a kind of Commonwealth Mark
Two, a rallying point for the planet's "good guysid a coalition of real miglfit would contain more
than a third of the world's GNP), size, experience and influence. It would alsoabeastly greater
source of soft power and influence for Britain e tbrigin of the whole undertaking - than anything o
offer from the European Union, or indeed from tla¢tdred United Nations. Even on issues like hagdlin
Iran - a matter for the Asian powers and Russimash as it is for the West (perhaps even moreaso),
strong and wise voice from this greater Commonweattuld get a better reception than threats ofeforc
from Washington, the UN, or the ignored diplomaéyhe EU.

If the Commonwealth today were an economic bloeyduld be equal in size to the United States; it
would have thirteen of the world's fastest growiegonomies; it would possess most of the world's
leading ‘knowledge economies’ outside of the USyould have one third of the world’s populationgan
would represent forty percent of the membershithefWorld Trade Organisation. If an agreement were
achieved and it could bring per capita incomesaip tevel comparable with the developed world, the
Commonwealth would have an economy valued at ov@$43 trillion — the equivalent of adding the
combined GDP’s of the European Union with that oARNA — then doubling it. For small and
developing nations of the Commonwealth, such aratiie is a positive reaction to their calls fdrdde,
not aid” and a genuine response to such progranas@®$EPAD and individual national targets for UN
Millennium development goals. Already, Australiash@egotiated, or is negotiating, FTA's with New
Zealand, Singapore, and Malaysia. New Zealandiiggdikewise. Canada, at present, is pursuing simil
arrangements with Singapore and the members of CARI.
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