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Motto: Latin: A Mari Usgue Ad Mare (English: "From Seato Sea')
Anthem: "O Canada’, Royal anthem: "God Save the Queen"

Capital Ottawa
Official languages English, French
Government Federal constitutional monarchy with parliamentary democracy

Queen Queen Elizabeth 11
Governor General  Michaélle Jean
Prime Minister Stephen Harper
and Confederation 1o e UK
BNA Act 1 Jduly 1867
e of 11 December 1931
Canada Act 17 April 1982
Area
- Total 9,984,670 km? (2nd), 3,854,085 sq mi
Population

- 2006 estimate 32,623,490 (36th)

GDP (PPP) 2005 estimate
- Total $1.105 trillion (11th)
- Per capita $34,273 (7th)

Currency Canadian dollar ($) (cAD)

Source: Wikipedia 2006



Canada

The Canadian Case: Why Canada needsthe Federation

We believe that Canadas role in the world should not be consumed by further North American
integration, nor consigned to platitudinous multilateralism and an exaggerated devotion to the United
Nations. These misguided orthodoxies of the corporate right and political left have bought our country
little respect and influence in globa affairs, and have only delivered us down a path towards eventual
assimilation or geo-poalitical irrelevance.

Y et, it is not good enough to simply discard these failed ideas and descend into a perpetual "narcissism of
small differences’ vis-avis the United States. By forever retreating to the comfy confines of fortress
North America, and offering the world little more than moral persuasion, we betray our past sacrifices and
shirk from our future international responsibilities. Neutrality is not, and has never been, an option for
Canadians.

Canada seeks a new, more confident vision for our country, one that believes the world needs more
Canada, not less. We deem that only collective action with our traditional friends in the Crown
Commonwealth who share a binding set of values, such as Australia, Great Britain and New Zealand, will
we be able to preserve our voice and encourage the world to move in a more positive direction. Only by
strengthening this partnership, and forging a new political relationship over time, will these values grow
in influence on the global stage and allow usto play a powerful role in establishing peace, fostering trade,
improving lives and contributing to the institutions upon which democracy, freedom and prosperity can
take root, grow and thrive.

’Where there is no vision, the people perish.’
- Proverbs 29:18, Inscription on the Peace Tower, Parliament Hill, Ottawa

Our aim is to raise an awareness that more can be done to strengthen the common bonds that our nations
share and to build our federation for their betterment. We are concerned about domination from outside
powers, such as the influence that the United States holds over Canada and the gradual submersion of
Britain into a single Europe. We feel that the Commonwealth nations can stand alone in the world as one
power again and realize our potential. We are four countries but one nation.

We stand together or wefall separately.

Canada is the one major Commonwealth country which really needs this Federation proposal NOW.
Canadais at a crossroads in its history — where do Canadians go from here? During the two world wars,
Canada played a major role in the world, particularly in the war effort, but it was as a dominion of the
then integrated British Empire, along with Australia, New Zealand, India, the then Union of South Africa
and the then vast colonial empire in Africa, the Caribbean and Asia. It was the world’s greatest and most
powerful empire, which reached its widest extent after the First World War — more than 25% of the
world. Canadians were an important part of that empire.

Since the Second World War, the British Empire declined and Canada has emerged as a fully independent
nation, especially with the repatriation of the Canadian constitution in 1982. Itsinfluence in the world has
declined and now it exists in the shadow of its much larger neighbour, the United States of America. By
not supporting the USA in the 2003 war in Irag, Canada has been shunned by the USA and, as some
Canadian commentators have put it, has been reduced to being an insignificant and irrelevant country in
the world. 85% of Canada’s international trade is with its neighbour, the USA, so economically, Canada
is reliant on the USA for its high standard of living. Economically, Canada has no independence; only
politically Canada exists as a sovereign nation, but with little influence. As a member of the British



Commonwealth, Canada can influence international affairs, but even that is limited. The 21% Century is
going to be a century of world blocks — like colonial empires, the unallied nation state is a thing of the
past.

A nation of 30 million people with a high standard of living does not deserve to be an irrelevance. How
does Canada increase its standing in the world again? What are the options? Canada has three options
opentoit:

1. The Status Quo — remain as an independent country within the Commonwealth, economically
reliant on the United States of America

2. Political integration with the United States of America.

3. Commonwealth Federation.

The Status Quo is not working. As stated before, Canada has been reduced to an irrelevant country,
economically dominated by the USA. Canada has a spiraling national debt in order to keep its treasured
social programmes and has an almost non-existent military. As a small nation of 30 million people,
American policy will aways have consequences for Canadians.

Political integration with the United States of America, while having material benefits for Canadians by
becoming part of the American market, and Canadians would be part of a strong military, it would have
disastrous political and socia consequences for Canadians. Canada would disappear completely.
Canadians would become one-tenth of a large power with absolutely no influence whatsoever. Canadians
would be 30 million out of 310 million people. They would have as much power as Rhode Island.
Washington would dictate policy and Canadian objections would have a tiny voice. Canadian social
programmes, which are so treasured by the Canadian people, such as medi-care, would most certainly
disappear into the non-subsidised American way of doing things. Only a common language would exist,
as the American political system has nothing in common with Canada. With this option, there would be
no Canada at al.

Political integration into a Commonwealth Federation is by far the most attractive option. Canada, along
with Australia, New Zealand, Gibraltar, the Falkland Islands, St. Helena, parts of the Caribbean and the
south Pacific, could easily form a loose Federation - nations with the same head of state, the same
parliamentary system, the same military set-up and the same treasured socia programmes, along with a
common language and spelling and blood ties. Today’s technology, fast travel and instant
communications have made long distances irrelevant. Canadians would make up one quarter of this
Federation, therefore would have far more influence in decision-making. Canadians are aso half the
population of Britain, which would be the largest unit in the Federation. Canadians, aong with
Australians and New Zeaanders, would be equal to the population of Britain, thus the Federation would
be balanced.

Canada would have access to the British armed forces, which are amongst some of the best-trained in the
world. Integration aready partly exists as Canada shares a common Crown with fifteen other nations, and
a Canadian, Conrad Black, sits in the British House of Lords. British military train in Canada and
cooperate with Australian and New Zealand forces. Canada would be a mgjor part of a stronger world
power with influence all over the world. Canadians would be 30 million of 120 million people. Canada
would have open access to the European, American and Asian markets. Current trade with the United
States would continue and even increase, as the United Kingdom is a close and trusted ally of the United
States.

A Treaty of Alliance can be signed between the Federation and the United States, which can guarantee the
continuation of the close relationship and trade benefits while giving Canadians a chance to speak to
Americans with a larger voice as part of the Federal Commonwealth. Britain currently has the fourth
largest economy in the world, so Canada would become part of that economy which is also the centre of



currency exchange for the world. The weak Canadian dollar could become part of the strong British
Pound Sterling. Britain’s economy would be thus strengthened with the Federation and will have the
power to leave the European Union, if it so wishes, while remaining a major trading partner of Europe; or
remain in the EU and tie it in with the Federation. Even as part of the Federation, Canada would remain
part of NAFTA, however linksto the EU and ASEAN would be added.

Pride in being Canadian and a Canadian national identity would not be diminished by the Commonwealth
Federation.

Federation of Canada with the United Kingdom, Australia, New Zealand and others, is the only option for
Canadians to survive as a separate influence in the world. How can it be done? As stated previoudly,
many of the ties aready exist and can be built upon. The sovereignty of these countries is aready
integrated in Queen Elizabeth 11 and close military cooperation already exists. The Prime Ministers of the
various countries should agree to set up this Federation and a permanent decision-making Council of
elected members would be set up to overseeit. It would make decisions on foreign affairs, trade, defence,
immigration and policing in consultation with the national parliaments. A common Federation
citizenship, including a common passport, would be available to all Federation citizens in addition to
individual nationa citizenships. A common currency might be looked at in the more distant future. These
would be the only changes that would be required. Everything else would continue unchanged as they are
now. Economic benefits would be enormous as Canadians would get to keep al of their current culture
and trade with the USA, but would add on preferential trade with Europe and Asia, which would improve
their standard of living even more. Canada’s past relationship with the United Kingdom has been one of
being under British colonialism, but this new relationship would not involve colonialism, it would be a
partnership of equals, as Canadians would take part in shaping Federation policy and would finaly be
influential in the world, while remaining as a sovereign nation.

Canada's economy is less than one tenth that of the United States, but as part of the Commonwealth
Federation, Canadawould be part of an economy that is one third that of the United States, with free trade
al over the world.

QUEBEC - People immediately assume that the Federation proposal will meet stiff opposition from
French-speaking Canada, particularly from nationalistic Quebec. True enough, in the 1890's, when the
Imperial Federation League was getting strong in English-speaking Canada, French Canadian politicians,
particularly Sir Wilfred Laurier, opposed the idea of Imperial Federation vigorously and supported self-
governing dominions instead. However hasthe achievement of full Canadian sovereignty from Britain
curtailed nationalism in Quebec? No. It is as strong as ever. Even more so than in Sir Wilfred's
time. French Canada can be won over to this proposal because they will be a completely self-governing
unit in the new federation and will be able to continue the French language. The integration with Britain
(a country which also protects certain areas of it with other languages - Welsh, Cornish and Gaelic) and
other Commonwealth countries, will bring Quebec into a closer relationship with France and
Europe since Britain has a much closer relationship with Europe than Canada now has. Even Quebec
nationalist premiers expressed a desire for an independent Quebec to be a member of the Commonwealth.
Also, Queen Elizabeth |1 speaks perfect French.

If Quebecers see that their relationship with the Canadian Federal Government will become more distant
with the Federal Commonwealth and they will be able to get closer ties to France, they may be
surprisingly supportive. Besides, Quebec's battle is with the Canadian Federal Government, not with the
UK, Australiaor New Zeaand.

Joining a Commonwealth Federation is a win-win situation for Canadians — we would become major
players in a world power with massively increased influence in the world and we get to keep our

Canadian identity and keep and enhance our rich North American lifestyle. How could Canadians refuse
it?
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